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probable that if, at this moment, the Secretary of State
for War and Chancellor of the Exchequer were to apologise
for all their neglect in the past, and say to the Chief of
the General Staff, ''Have what you want my boy! Dip
your hand heartily into the tax-payers bag!" that the
most that that startled chief would ask for is some of the
latest equipments on the market, say automatic rifles and
such like for the improvement of the existing units.

You would be quite near the story of the three wishes
and the black puddings, so obscure are major military
issues at the moment, so easy is it to run up the wrong
pole to the tune of heavy expenditure. You might almost
say, whatever you do, you will be sorry for! Is it to be
wondered therefore, that the wise men sit very tight and
say very little, but content themselves with having every-
thing that exists in the best possible order, happy in the
feeling that the young men of the Force are in better
heart and more versatile than ever they were.

Even suet antediluvian ideas as a good regiment of
cavalry would probably be far more useful in many of
the terrain for which we have responsibility than all the
one-man tanks in the world. Pack Artillery, for instance,
on the India Frontiers, Infantry on the Afghan Hills may
be an old-fashioned idea, but no new one has yet come
forward to take their place for many of the jobs that may
be waiting.

It is not, pace the critics, as if the General Staffs were
not keeping pace with fore-ward thought, but for tactical
purposes, the jewel is still in the lotus. The General Staffs
of other Powers are in exactly the same position. It is
not too much to say that our responsible military authorities
are satisfied that for the moment the forces for which
they have to answer are for the most part suited to our
immediate needs. More than that they certainly could
not say.